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Reducing online dangers for youngsters

WHERE dangers used to lurk in
the real-world playground, these
days, virtual pF ayrooms seem to
g_ose the bigger danger, with risks

om paedophiles online or chil-
dren stumbling upon cybersmut.

One gmlalﬁ of IT professionals
want to make cyberspace safer
for children.

The Internet Industry Associa-
tion of Singapore was formed last
year, comprising more than 20
companies dealing with IT servic-
es, such as Microsoft, Yahoo and
eBay.

It will launch a portal within
the next week to provide advice
and Internet software protection.

Mr Anton Ravindran, 46, who
chairs the association, believes
companies which offer IT servic-
es have a responsibility to help
consumers, especially families,
cope with online dangers.

The businessman who runs
Genovate Solutions, an IT compa-
ny, says: “Internet penetration is
going up by the minute, but we
don’t have enough awareness out
there.”

There are “faceless preda-
tors” in cyberspace, he says.

Figures bear this out: Two in
10 children encounter a sexual
approach or solicitation online.

Almost three in 10 are ex-
posed to pictures of naked peo-
ple or people having sex.

These findings are from sever-
al surveys done in the United
States, show that it is very

for children to stumble onto
‘undesirable sites.
ingM“t view such sites while ti‘:-g
"penchatroom o,r wh ey mis-

A

ne the strangers

KEEPING SMUT OUT: Even with IT hel

they met online. And 22 per cent
who did so went alone.

Singapore has formed commit-
tees to look into issues of Inter-
net safety for children. There was
also non-profit group Parents Ad-
visory Group for the Internet
(PAGl which has been merged
into a bigger Community Adviso-
ry Committee this year.

One issue that surfaced recent-
ly is whether schools’ curriculum

uld include safe surfing on the
Internet.

Another perennial concern is
the need for tighter regulation.
The association is in regular con-
tact with the Government to dis-
cuss such issues, he says, adding:

“We should not be overly con-
cerned about allocating responsi-
bility to the authorities. Instead,
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from the association, the onus is
still on parents to monitor what their kids do online, says Mr Ravindran.

people should get involved in do-
ing something about the issue.”

This community spirit led the
association to come up with its
portal, which will offer Internet
safety software, Cyberpatrol,
free for at least three months.

It also intends to organise sem-
inars and workshops

The software works by provid-
mg families with “profiles”,

ere children are forbidden to
enter certain sites or use credit
cards online,

But he admits that such
“bl and filtering” is not
foolproof. The onus is still on
ents to monitor what their ﬁ
dren are doing online,

ate sites,” he says.
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