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E‘Pandlng further in Malaysia

Harlsh Nim
Chied Exseiive, Emeng Corporation

WITH Alimast hadf of our workforce of 1.200 people in

Mlaysla, we engerly Jook forward w the development
Of Malaysia's South Johor project. We have an MSC-
rodstarod (Multimedia Super Corrdor), wholly ovned
subsidiary in Kuals Lumpur and we are pleased with
the suppart and the faslites provided 1 us by the
Malaysian government. This suppon has been key
0 our rapld growth in Malaysia and we look forward
10 the same level of support from them as wo
loverageo on the advantages that the South Johor
project provides us

In Johor, wo have a relatively low-cost delivery base
for our managed IT services with plentful resources
for the type of work that wo do - supporting the global
IT Infrastructure of our MNC clients, We are also quite
pImlT-rl with the work attitude of our Malaysian ‘
omployoes and wo look forward W m .
Investments In this new project naking significant

Gan See Khem
Executive Chairman,
Health Management International
THE Malaysian Kovernment's
Iskandar Development Reglon
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Annie Yap
CEO, The GMP Group

THE dovel 5

il welopment of South Johor heralds now ways

= .(l f(:pr;rn- 1o work with Malaysin and opens the
S gnte ;

: .." || 8 for [resh opportunities. 1 soe it as the polnt
;\ hore both our hands coma togother, a handshake
hotwoen our oxportise and eficiency and their
resourcos and logistical nttractiveness.

As for GMF, with our prosence already firmly
ostablishod in Malaysia, wo couldn't be in a better
position to tap Into job creation In the region and
bring HR management there up to speed with the
rest of the world,

SamYapSG

Executive Chaimmen,

Cherie Hearts Group

THERE are certalnly synergies for
Singapore from Malay 3
Johor project, which Che
Is keon o tap, Many families in
Johor have enrolled their children
In Singapore schools, reflocting
thelr confidence In Singapore’s

oducation systom. In this light, wo are keen to explore

tho possibility of venturing into this rapidly doveloping
stato by expanding our childcare network there.

Wo are Incorporating n feasibility study on extending
our sarvices in Johor In our next workplan and will
continue to monitor the business scena there. In fact,
wo havo a few childeare groups in Johor who are
Interostod In collaborating with us. So this news is
a timoly confidenco booster for us.

Nonotheless, the governments of both countries
would do well to ease the perpetual traflic jams at the
Causeway to make Johor more accessible for local
businesses. Also, checkpoint clearance should be
furthor strenmlined

Ng Kong Yeam

Group Executive Chairman,

Sino-America Tours Corporation

THERE Is enormous potontial for synergies between
South Johor and Singapore. It is a pity that the
Malaysian government has not tapped the synergies
with the result that South Johor has falled to be
developed inio an arca s prosperous as Shenzhen,
which has tapped Into Hong Kong's economy. [ am
glad 1o know that the government of Malaysia has
now realised that South Johor must be developed
with a view to offering oppertunities Lo Singapore
and Singaporeans.

SA Tours has an éntity in Johor Bahru which
provides Johareans opportunities Lo travel the world
using Singapore as an aviaton and travel hub, for
which it is ideally suited. My marketing company,
located in Singapore, markets solar products
worldwide while the factory is in Johor Baru.
Singapore and Malaysia should be friendly to
each other and progress together.

Win-win for

Singapore and Johor

Derek Goh

Executive Chairman/Group CEO,

Senial System

THE recent announcement by the
Malaysian government of the
Iskandar Development Region in
Southern Johor is, indeed, a boon
1o Singapore's economy as this will
further augment the earlier Sijori

Economic Zone in the Riau islands too. In fact, with

Singapore's competitive advantage in the services

sector, Iskandar Development Region will be a logical
o ' di i

Are there synergies for Singa from M alaysia's South Johor

ject?
Prc;{fnc]t. What role do you see yoy - anisation, and Singapore
s generally, playing in the deyelopmen of this project?

ROGRESS
OGETHER

-

J Anton Ravindran
Group CEO & Co-founder, Genovate Solutions

THE South Johor project, an initiative of Malaysia's Multimedia Super
Corridor (MSC), has been identified as a special economic zone with strong
socio-economic development potential. The US$105 billion development
presents extensive opportunities for both countries, where new growth
sectors such as property, education, healthcare and tourism will be attractive
options for foreign investors.
This brings mutual benefits and synergised opportunities from a shared
goal of countering competition from today's emerging
economies of China, India and other developing
Asian countries.
Genovate has an MSC-status subsidiary based in
Kuala Lumpur, and the strategic location of Johor's
economic region will be advantageous to our
business as it provides us a larger pool of talent and
resources. In addition, the CEO of Johor Cyberport
and MDeC (Multimedia Development Corporation),
has been in touch and we are in discussions to
seek collaboration for potential trade and
investment opportunities within the
MSC and the South Johor project.
Singapore companies seeking
collaborative ventures will be
attracted by the viability of
opportunities presented in the
development as it presents a
competitive edge for investment.

Singapore's capital. Our expertise and experience In
tha infrastructure development as well as
management technology will greatly enhance
Singapore-Malaysia's joint development. Investments

's medical, and

triangle development plan proposed
by Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia.
Singapare has a pivotal role to play in the Special
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resources will be key factars for the synergies with

by Singapors investors will promote better bilateral
relations as well as Asean's spirit of solidarity.
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I am confident that it will be a boom for Singapore
and Southern Johor for the next few decades.

Wee Piew

CEQ, HG Metal Manufacturing

SINGAPORE companies should b

view the South Johor Economic

Development as an oppartunity

As this region develops, it will

provide Singapore companies with

new markets and business

opportunities. At the same tima,

once controls on the movement of

peoplo and goods are relaxed, South Johor would offer
access to cheaper land and labour for Singapore
companies.

More importandy, the involyement of Singapore
companies in this project will hopefully bring the two
countries, and the state of Johor in particular, closer
together. Ultimately, If the project Is a success, it will
help business and political leadors seo that the fate
of the two countries are [ntertwined and that both
countries can complement each other rather than
compete.

Tan Kok Leong

Principal, TKL Consulting

THE plan to develop the South Joher region by the
Malaysian government is an ambitious and welcomo
move. It provides opportunities for people In both
Johor and Singapore to work scamlessly in business,
on eniertainment and living.

Johor Is one of the most developed states In
Malaysia, with major industries that Include
electronics, resource and petrochemical rofining and
shipbullding. And it Is the only state with 400 km of
beaches on both the cast and west consts.

Singapore could actively participate In the physical,
economic and social development of the South Johor
region as both places share the same language and
culture.

Jerry Tan

CEQ, Wanin Industries

AS MALAYSIA'S law enflorcers
curb the crime rate, Singaporeans
will begin to visit Malaysia with
renewed confidence. The easing N
of immigration will also shorten Y
walting time at the causeway b ) AN
Food outlets and shopping centres

will come to life.

All this will eventually lead to more investment.
and aconomic and cultural activities. Singapore has
always been the main source of Income for business
operations in Johor. In turn, Johor is & place where
Singaporeans visit for leisure and business. Leisure,
because of the attractive exchange rate, and business
because of the lower labour and material costs. Tha
proximity thus makes them inter-dopendant.

Dora Hoan

Group CEO, Best World Intemational

ALTHOUGH Singapore and Malaysia are totally
different countries, the language, culture and legal
system are similar and social and economic links are
s Malaysia used to be the first favoured country
of Singapore SMEs golng regional. Singapore had
been among Malaysia's top foreign investors. The
Malaysia South Johor project will definitely benefit
Malaysians and Singaporeans, For Best World.
Malaysia used 1o be our biggest export market. The
bloom of Malaysia’s economy would further help

our business there.

Leslie Wa

CEO & Executive Director,

HLN Technologies

SINGAPORE s re-balancing

its economic reliance on
manufacturing with the integrated
resort projects and hopes to triple
tourism income to $30 billion by
2015. By the time this project is
ready in 2025, Singapore will
hopefully be witnessing a new economic dawn by
relying less on the twilight manufacturing sector.
Hence, the South Johor project should synergise pretty
well with Singapore's economic road map.

It will, however, compete directly with Batam and
Bintan for investments. HLN Technologies s already
operating in Johor with three factories. As such, this
project reinforces the importance of Singapore to
Johor and vice versa.
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Significant synergies

John Chuang

CEO, Petra Foods

| BELIEVE there are significant
synergies for Singapore from the
Iskandar Development Region.
This project will cover an area of
over 2,000 sq km and has been
given strong endorsement by
both the Johor state and the
Malaysian federal government. | believe that
Singapore companies should look at it as an
opportunity to invest into what could potentially bo a
thriving economic region; use it o hone our
competitive edge and enhance our value proposition
to international investors.

Without details on the conditions for involvement, it
is 00 early to elaborate on the role that we can play
towards the development of the project. However, we
are already present in Johor through our newest and
state-of-the-art cocoa ing facility and I can say
(hat we will certainly benefit from the development
of the IDR. This is especially so as food and agro
processing has been identified as one of the sactors
slated for development.
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