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IN his National Day Rally address in Mandarin, PM
spoke about the labour crunch. One of the issues which
need attention today is the rising cost of operating a
business in Singapore and the lack of manpower
resources because of the recent foreign talent/worker
policies effected by the Ministry of Manpower in recent
times. Homegrown businesses and SMEs are facing
increasing challenges in recruiting and retaining
manpower and some have folded as a consequence in
recent times. This ultimately means loss of jobs for
Singaporeans who in turn will compete with other
Singaporeans for existing jobs.

If the issue is about foreign worker/skills depressing
the income levels of Singaporeans and/or contributing
to the increasing stress on national infrastructure such
as public housing and transport, some form of levy,
surcharge or tax could be levied on such foreign talent.
Such additional tax should not be an issue for them as
Singapore has one of the lowest tax regimes globally.
Such collection could be used to build additional
housing and transport infrastructure to support the
increase in population. : .

Trying to keep the pie at the same size will not yield
bigger or even better slices. The only way forward is to
enlarge the pie by adding talent.
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